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Meeting Minutes—January 29, 2024 

 Meeting called to order by Teema.  Program:  Teema introduced program speaker and DALC member, 
John Stahley.  Growing up, John had an extensive background not only in farming but also in FFA. He thought 
he would farm the rest of his life, but his friends and mentors encouraged a different direction, graduated 
from college and ended up teaching Ag for many years. The last 5 years, he was the Program Coordinator for 
the FFA Foundation’s Local Teacher Success (LTS) Program. John felt 31 years of teaching was his “Best Buy 
Date.” Not the kind that expires on your food packages! For John, it was time for a change! In July 2023, John 
made that change and is now the Colorado FFA Foundation new Executive Director.  
 The Colorado FFA Foundation is a non-profit organization that raises funds to support the more than 
9,000 FFA members in Colorado’s 125 chapters and is growing. FFA is the largest AG organization in the 
world and has to be specifically tied to local high school programs. John helps guide the philanthropic mission 
of the Foundation, which seeks resources – human, financial and in-kind – to support agricultural education 
in Colorado. 
 “It’s a struggle retaining teachers. We need to continue to fill classrooms with good teachers.”  John 
continues to help future generations get excited about the agricultural industry by preparing them for 
leadership and careers in the science, business and technology of agriculture through work based experience. 
It’s a 3 circle model: class, work based, leadership. John said it’s exciting that our FFA State Officers now live 
in the CSU-SPUR Vida building on the National Western Campus advocating for AG and growing personally 
through life learning experience.  
 When asked about Kobilan Ranch and Lewis Farm development plans progress, John stated they are 
now reviewing best use for these properties.  
 How can we help locally? There are about 22 different ways! We want to sit down and spend time 
with you to see what is of value to you. Reach out to John! There are a few upcoming major activities 
including a Careers Development Event, State FFA Convention and 3 major events: Blue Jacket Society, 
Legendary Owl and the Meat and Greet Gala. On February 29, 2024, three inductee’s will be celebrated at 
the annual Hall of Fame Banquet presented by the Farm Credit Associations of Colorado.  
 Minutes Approval: Dec. 2023 Minutes approved after noting Montfort spelling was corrected.  
 Treasurer Report: Treasurer, John Hiemer, reported: 
 Bank Balance November 30, 2023                                        $12,495.93 
 Receipts                                    

Luncheon                                          $750.00 
Dues                                                     330.00 
Contributions                                        10.00          

  Total Receipts November 30 to January 29                                 1,090.00 
                         13,585.93 
 Disbursements                                        

NW Scholarship Trust                      1,000.00 
CaterWest                                           625.02 
MicroBlue Software                              26.03 
Service Charge                                       3.00       

Total Disbursements          $1,654.05                       
Cash Balance January 29, 2024                                                                                        11,931.88 
Cash held for lunch change                                                                                                     106.00                 
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 Youth Reports:  Emily Land, speaking on behalf of CSU, read a heartwarming letter from a 
Scholarship Recipient and how it made a positive influence on their life.  
 Jennifer Sharpe, CSU Executive Director Colorado Reader Program, provided an update on their 2024 
Literacy Project, “Seed, Sprout, Spice! All About Pueblo Chiles.” They are seeking additional financial support, 
and volunteers to be able to reach the anticipated 22,000+ students in 1,000 classes across the state! They 
recently did a Pueblo Chiles booth at the CSU Spur Terra Building.  
 Old Business:  Ben Duke was recognized as the 2024 NWSS Top Hand Award recipient. Reminder to 
pay your $30 annual 23-24 club year dues. Contact: John Hiemer. DALC Directory draft update is complete; 
send final revisions to John Hiemer by March 1. Membership report/directory: Reach out to John Stencel if 
you are interested in this position. If you bring a guest to our DALC meeting, your name is entered in a $50 
gift card drawing. 
 New Business: UW Scholarship: DALC Board discussed the University of Wyoming $25,000 
endowment. The goal is to donate $5000 and hope it will be matched.  Tom Fey moved to approve DALC 
contributing $5,000 each year to University of Wyoming endowment for 5 years, if we have the funds, until 
we meet the $25,000. The move was seconded, voted and passed. Once it’s endowed, it will be there 
forever. Teema reported a CSU endowment will be discussed in the future. 
 DALC Fundraiser: It’s Butter Braids season! We normally make around $1200. John Stencil made a 
motion to proceed with this fundraiser before Easter. The motion was seconded, voted, approved. 
Coordinator, Mary Lou Chapman, will share the order form at our next meeting.  
Attendance 25 members/9 guests 
Next meeting:  Monday February 26, 2024  
Respectfully submitted by Donna Devine, filling in for Secretary, Lori Liepold who was not able to attend. 


